Information Society

http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/0,,sid9_gci213588,00.html 

Information Society is a term for a society in which the creation,

distribution, and manipulation of information has become the most

significant economic and cultural activity. An Information Society may

be contrasted with societies in which the economic underpinning is

primarily Industrial or Agrarian. The machine tools of the Information

Society are computers and telecommunications, rather than lathes or

ploughs.

....

The idea of a global Information Society can be viewed in relation to

Marshall McLuhan's prediction that the communications media would

transform the world into a "global village."

Here is a succinct definition from the IBM Community Development

Foundation in a 1997 report, "The Net Result - Report of the National

Working Party for Social Inclusion."

Information Society: A society characterised by a high level of

information intensity in the everyday life of most citizens, in most

organisations and workplaces; by the use of common or compatible

technology for a wide range of personal, social, educational and

business activities, and by the ability to transmit, receive and

exchange digital data rapidly between places irrespective of distance.

